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BURNING OF ROME

Rome is ablaze! The horror of the inferno is beyond belief. Thousands of homeless

people pour through the flaming streets, while buildings crash about them.

From the balcony of his palace the pyromaniac Nero looks down on this scene of
destruction, agony and death. At last he has a theme worthy of his poetical gifts. Seizing his

lyre he screams forth his maniacal verses.

Soon the innocent Christians will pay the penalty of his criminal act. All these elements
find expression in the music— the appalling disaster, the human terror, the suffering of

Nero’s victims.

The theme is based on a melody now incorporated in the Roman Gradual with the
title “Omnes Sitientes” (All ye that thirst). It is one of the heterogeneous elements assembled
from Greek, Hebrew and other sources by Ambrose of Milan into the first body of Christian
Ecclesiastical music which was finally organized by Gregory the Great who gave his name

to the Gregorian Chant.
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THE BURNING OF ROME

Words by Music by
HUGH GRAY MIKLOS ROZSA
Based on the Gregorian
Moderato “Omnes sitientes”
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