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GALBA’S MARCH

AR ET I EE

Nero’s orgy of cruelty in the arena was to have culminated in the death of Lygia, gored
and tossed by a wild bull. The Lygian giant, Ursus, saves her by breaking the neck of the
bull. Enraged at being deprived of his sadistic pleasure, Nero orders his Praetorian Guard to
put both Lygia and Ursus to the sword.

Marcus leaps into the arena and appeals to the mob, now sated with blood and they
turn on Nero. Under the leadership of Nerva, Marcus’ second in command, men of his old
legion rush into the arena and fight off the Praetorians.

Thus explodes the revolt against Nero who brings the horrors of his reign to an end
by his own reluctant hands.

Here we see Marcus and Nerva standing beside the road along which the troops of
Galba, summoned to succeed Nero, are marching on Rome.

Over this scene comes the note of Nero’s doom and the triumphant note of Galba. The
music of the march fades away as the insurgent legions press on.
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