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JESU LORD

Nothing could be in greater contrast both in style and spirit to the music of the Banquet
than Jesu Lord. On the one hand we have the hedonistic music of the Roman world, on the

other the ascetic, mystical quality of the growing Christian Liturgy.

The Christians meet secretly in a rough-hewn quarry. There, beside a silvery pool
reflecting the shadows of cypress trees and lit by the moon and the flickering torches of
the congregation, St. Paul is administering baptism. As he does so the melody of Jesu Lord
is solemnly intoned by a priest. The congregation responds. This type of religious chant,

reconstructed here in the form of a Cantus Responsorius, was eatly a part of the Christian
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Liturgy.

The melody is of Yemenite Jewish origin dating back to the period of the Babylonian
captivity. It finally became an established part of the music of the Christian Church as a Kyrie.
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Words by
HUGH GRAY

Adagio

JESU LORD

Music adapted by

MIKLOS ROZSA
From Babylonean Jewish music
which became a Gregorian Kyrie
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