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SICILIANA ANTIQUA

Siciliana Antiqua expresses the atmosphere of sensuality that pervades the banqueting
hall. It is based on the oldest known Sicilian melody and one that might very easily be
contemporary with Nero. It is interesting to notice in it a marked Arabian flavor.

As has previously been pointed out, Rome drew on her subject peoples for her music.
Her musicians were mostly slaves. Naturally, they played the music of their native countries.
This would include music for bagpipes. So a bagpipe episode finds a fitting place in Siciliana
Antiqua not only for this reason but also because Nero is reported to have had a great

fondness for the instrument.

He was not alone in this. The bagpipes of a Roman legionary were discovered among
the remains of a Praetorian camp at Richborough, England and, whether the Scots and the
Irish like it or not, the belief is general that it was from the Romans that they got their
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national instrument.
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