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SONG OF THE VESTAL VIRGINS

A pagan religious celebration and sacrificial ceremony is in progress presided over by

Roman priests in the presence of the chief Vestal, Rufia, and the five other Vestal Virgins.

Ceremonial dancers execute their ritual movements to the music of an ecstatic chorus in

honor of Vertumnus and Pomona, Roman gods of the fertility of field and garden.

The whole scene is essentially Roman in its worship of these Roman deities, in the
hymn sung in thanksgiving for the harvest in the presence of the Vestals—keepers of the
sacred hearth fire of the capital of the Empire—and in that it all takes place in a moment

% The occasion celebrates the triumphal return of Marcus Vinicius and the Roman armies.

of military triumph under the shadow of the statues of the gods of Rome.
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SONG OF THE VESTAL VIRGINS
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(FERTILITY HYMN)
Words by : Music by
HUGH GRAY ] MIKLOS ROZSA
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