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SYRIAN DANCE

By way of adding to the diversion-of his guests, Nero includes a Syrian dance in the

program for the evening. In order to fit in with the spirit and purpose of the feast this too

must be orgiastic in flavor.

With Nero on the Imperial dais watching the voluptuous gyrations of the Syrian gitl
are his principal guests, their names well-known to history. Here is Poppaea, the woman at

whose urging Nero murdered both his mother Agrippina and Octavia his first wife. Here too

is Seneca, dramatist, philosopher and tutor of Nero’s youth.

The man of whom it was said that he made Nero unfit to live, is also there, Tigellinus,
head of the Praetorian Guard. Together with them, we see Petronius the impeccable arbiter

of taste, Nero’s guide in all artistic matters and, supremely, in the art of living.
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SYRIAN DANCE

MIKLOS ROZSA
Rubato
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